GUY'S HOSPITAL.
The Treatment of Fractures of the Femur.
In the following few remarks it ia not intended to -enter elaborately into the numerous methods of treatment of all the varieties of fracture of the femur, but merely to refer to one or two of those methods that are in use in the treatment of the simpler forms at Guy's Hospital.
It is hardly necessary to remind the reader that, classified according to their situation, fractures of the femur are divided into those of the (1) upper end (the neck), (2) the shaft, (3) the lower end. We will first consider the treatment of the second of these varieties, namely, fracture of the shaft. The two important points to be aimed at in tbe treatment of a fracture -are, as one's common sense suggests, firstly, good apposition of the ends of the broken bone, and secondly, continued rest in that position. Splints are ?designed with the object of maintaining these conditions-la fracture of the shaft of the femur, as in fracture of the shaft of any other long bone, the muscles released from tension draw up 
